College Seminar - 1 - Section 007 - Living La (Green) Vida Local
Professor Fred Curtis (Economics and Environmental Studies)     Fall 2009



Mondays and Fridays 12:00 - 12:50               Brothers College 118

Course Syllabus


Some of the most creative and successful environmental work being done today is at the local or regional level. How do people in communities in different parts of the world (Brazil, India, and the United States) organize socially just and ecologically green solutions? What does it take to become successful at the local level? How do individuals and organizations define environmental problems and solutions? How are people motivated by community, ideology, justice, love of place, nature, survival? Can innovative and green local solutions to problems such as transportation, garbage, consumption, and food be transferred to other cities and nations? Are there common strategies or roots of eco-localism across communities and nations? How does eco-localism connect with globalism? Our course will explore these and other issues, all of which are rooted in the assumption that individual, community and cultural connection to place are central to the effectiveness of eco-localism.

College Seminar Learning Objectives


Upon completion of the College Seminar, students will be able to:

Enter into and participate in a scholarly conversation both orally and in writing;

Comprehend, evaluate and analyze materials and texts as well as think synthetically and creatively about them;

Evaluate and explain the appropriate use of different kinds of information from a variety of academic and non-academic sources 

    Learning Objectives of This Particular Seminar


To understand the interconnectedness of social, cultural, political and



economic life with the natural environment;


To view eco-social issues from a variety of perspectives, including



that of the “placed community”;


To become familiar with how communities in different places respond to



social and environmental challenges; and


To connect these issues to the student’s life and goals.

Learning Philosophy


You are in charge of your decision to learn in this course. What you bring to this course is yourself and your decision to contribute and learn. What you do in here will depend on that. You will be expected to do the reading carefully before class, raise questions and discuss the material in class, come to office hours to ask further questions, and continue the discussion.  For each hour we spend in class, you are expected to spend 2-3 hours working outside of class. I encourage you to raise questions in class and to make frequent use of my office hours and e-mail to contact me and clarify material. 


In terms of course evaluation, I expect you to work and be engaged in this course. To do well requires that you put significant time and effort into the course material. To earn an A will require excellent work. The grade of B is earned for good work, and C for adequate or fair work.  Poor work will earn a grade of D and unsatisfactory work will receive a grade of U or “unsatisfactory for credit”.
Professor Curtis’ Contact Information:


E-mail: fcurtis@drew.edu ( I check this several times per day but try to 






take one weekend day off from e-mail).


Office: Lewis House Room 202 (second floor)


Office Telephone: Extension 3432 (or 1-973-408-3432)


Office Hours: The regularly scheduled office hours are open hours; no 


appointment is necessary (except during pre-registration for the 


spring semester). I meet with people on a first come, first served 


basis. Please come by to talk about the course, your other 



courses, concerns about Drew or your education, plans for the 


future, etc. If you cannot make my regular hours, I am committed 



finding a time meet with you.



Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 10:45-11:45 a.m. and








      2:30 - 3:45 p.m.



and by appointment at other days and times

Grading and Attendance Policy 


The College Seminar is a collective exploration of a topic.  Its success depends on the thorough preparation and participation of each of its members.  Missing class means depriving yourself of the insights you will gain through discussion and depriving others in the room of your contributions.  Therefore students are expected to be present at each meeting of the seminar and prepared to participate fully in the conversation.  The College Seminar will be graded as follows:


Attendance 20%  
Students will not be penalized for absences covered by a Drew Policy 
(e.g. athletes are allowed a maximum of two absences for scheduled varsity and junior varsity games). Attendance means being on time for class, awake, prepared and ready to participate in the class discussion.


Discussion 40%  Evaluated on the basis of a rubric - to be discussed in class. You will be expected to participate in every seminar class. This is central to the seminar nature of the course. Discussion will involve leading class discussion, posing questions, answering questions, responding to comments of other students and on-line discussion. Given the size of the class, we may break down into smaller groups on a regular basis. On-line discussion will take place on discussion forums on Moodle.


Course Assignments  40% (written assignments, projects,


presentations, etc.) 
Writing to learn exercises are not counted if you are 
not in class; missed in-class writing assignments or oral presentations or 
activities cannot be made up. Typically, there will be one 1-2 page writing 
assignment due per week and one shorter one. You should expect 


to have a writing assignment for most classes. There may be some writing 


in class as well.



 NOTE:  No extra credit will be offered in this class.

Academic Accommodations
Should you require academic accommodations, you must file a request with the Office of Educational Affairs (BC 114, extension 3327). It is your responsibility to self-identify with the Office of Educational Affairs and to provide me with the appropriate documentation from that office at least one week prior to any request for specific course accommodations.  There are no retroactive accommodations.

Academic Integrity
All work in the College Seminar must adhere to the College Standards on Academic Integrity. You must do your own work. You must cite sources appropriately in all papers and presentations. You must acknowledge the contribution of other students to your work. Any student who is in violation of this policy will be referred to the Dean’s Office for further action. The policy can be found at: http://www.depts.drew.edu/composition/Academic_Honesty.htm]

Required Textbooks

Bill McKibben, Hope, Human and Wild: True Stories of Living Lightly on the Earth

(Milkweed Editions, 1995/2007) - hereafter designated as Hope
Course Pack of Articles - hereafter designated by CP

Schedule of Classes - You should do all the readings assigned for each class before the class. You should always come to class having done the readings and having thought about them. As we may decide to make changes during the semester, specific assignments and changes in the schedule of classes will be announced in class. Specific writing assignments will be made in class. All assignments will also be posted on Moodle.

Visions

Mon 8/31
William Bryant Logan, “What is Prosperity?”, Whole Earth Review, 


1995, 
Pp. 4- 10 - CP 



What ideas of prosperity are in Three Cups of Tea?

Problems and Predicaments

 Fri 9/4
 John Michael Greer, “Problems and Predicaments” from his book 


The Long Descent (New Society Publishers, 2008), 20-24 - CP

     

James Gustave Speth, The Bridge at the End of the World (Yale 


University Press, 2008), Ch. 1, “Looking into the Abyss”, 17-45 - CP

Mon 9/7
No Class - Labor Day

Seminar: Listening and Mindfulness

Fri 9/11
Hope Morrow, “Blocks to Effective Listening”, 2009 3 pp. - CP

    

Larry Alan Nadig, “Tips on Effective Listening”, 5 pp. - CP

    

Lisa Takeuchi Cullen, “How to get Smarter, one Breath at a Time”, 


Time 
January 16, 2006, 1 p. - CP

    

Sakyung Mipham Rinpoche, “How to Meditate”, Shambhala Sun, 


July 1994, 2 pp. - CP

    

Ted Trainer, The Conserver Society (Zed Books, 1995), Ch. 1 “Why 


Do We Need a ‘Conserver Society’?”, pp. 2 - 8 - CP

De/Re-Forestation

 Mon 9/14
Hope, Introduction and Chapter 1, “Home”, pp. 3-5 and 9-31

 Fri 9/18
Hope, Ch. 1, pp. 31 - 55

 Mon 9/21
Wangari Maathai, “The Cracked Mirror”, Resurgence, Nov. 11, 2004



3 pp. - CP

     

Wangari Maathai, “Nobel Lecture”, The Nobel Foundation, 



December 10, 2004, 7 pp. - CP

     

Ted Bernard and Jora Young, The Ecology of Hope (New Society



Publishers, 1997), Ch. 6, “Listening to the Forest: Menominee, 


Wisconsin” pp. 93 - 110 - CP

Importance of Place

 Fri 9/25
David Orr, “Lessons from the Edge”, Alternatives Journal, 33:5, 


2007), pp. 48-52 - CP

   

 Wendell Berry, “People, Land and Community” in Hildegarde 


Hannum (ed.), People, Land and Community (Yale University Press, 

1997), pp. 142 - 153 - CP

Mon 9/28
No Class - Yom Kippur

Thinking about Big Questions

 Fri 10/2
Robert Shoenberg, Why Do I Have to Take This Course?, (American



Association of Colleges and Universities, 2005), Ch. 1 “Tools for



Thinking” , pp. 5 - 11 - handout

Mon 10/5
Follow-up to Classes 1 - 8  -  Topics/readings/Activities to be 


determined by the class

Curitiba, Brazil

Fri 10/9
Hope, Ch. 2, “Curitiba”, pp. 59-89

Mon 10/12
Hope, Ch. 2, “Curitiba”, pp. 89-113

Fri 10/16
no Class - Reading Day

Mon 10/19
Jonas Rabinovitch, “Urban Planning in Curitiba”, Scientific 



American, March, 1966 - 8 pp. - CP

      

Joseli Macedo, “City Profile: Curitiba”, Cities, Vol. 21, No. 6 (2004),



Pp. 537-549 - CP

Fri 10/23
Follow-up on Curitiba -  Topics/readings/Activities to be determined 

by the class

Kerala, India

Mon 10/26
Hope, Ch. 3, “Kerala“, pp. 117-142

Fri 10/30
Hope, Ch. 3, pp. 142 - 165

Mon 11/2
Srikuman Chattopadhay and Richard Franke, Striving for 



Sustainability: Environmental Stress and Democratic Institutions in 


Kerala (New Delhi, India, Concept Publishing Company, 2006), 



Ch. 7, “Movements to Defend Kerala’s Environment”, pp. 185-203 - 

CP

     

Anonymous, “Struggle against Coca-Cola in Kerala”, ZNet, Sept. 10, 

2002, 
4 pp. - CP

    

Coca-Cola Company, “The Coca-Cola Company Addresses 



Allegations Made About Our Business in India”, company website - 


CP

Fri 11/6
Follow-up on Kerala -  Topics/readings/Activities to be determined 


by the class

United States

Mon 11/9
Hope, Ch. 4, “Home, Again: A Future Glimpsed”, pp. 169-197

Fri 11/13
Hope, Ch. 4 and Afterword, pp. 198-229

Mon 11/16
Wendell Berry, “The Idea of a Local Economy”, Orion, Winter, 


2001, 
Pp. 28-37 - CP

      

Judy Wicks, “Local Living Economies: The New Movement for 


Responsible Business”, E.F. Schumacher Society, February 2006, 5 


pp. - CP 

Fri 11/20
Jay Walljaspar, et. Al., “America’s 10 Most Enlightened Towns”, 


UTNE 
Reader, June 1997, read all of pp. 42 -52 - CP

Local Food

Mon 11/23
Vandana Shiva, “A Worldview of Abundance”, Orion, Summer, 


2000, 
Pp. 22-30 - CP

    

Helena Norberg-Hodge and Steven Gorelick, “Bringing the Food



Economy Home”, International Society for Ecology and Culture,



(no date), 6 pp. - CP

    

Clair Hope Cummings, “The Good Food Revolution”, Yes!, Spring, 


2009, 
Pp. 18 - 23 - CP

Fri 11/27
No class - Thanksgiving Holiday

Mon  11/30
Mark B. Lapping, “Toward the Recovery of the Local in the 



Globalizing Food System”, Ethics, Place and Environment, vol. 7, 


No. 3 (October, 2004), pp. 141-150 -CP

     

Roger Bybee, “Oasis in an Urban Food Desert”, Yes!, Spring, 2009, 



pp. 28-31 - CP

     

Catherine Sneed, “The Garden project: Creating Urban 



Communities” in Hildegarde Hannum (ed.), People, Land and 


Community (Yale University Press, 1997), pp. 178-187 - CP

Fri 12/4
 Sarah De Weerdt, “Is Local Food Better?”, WorldWatch, May/June 


2009 
pp. 6 - 10 - CP

     

Sarah De Weerdt, “Local Food: the Economics”, WorldWatch, 


July/August, 
2009, pp. 20-24 - CP

Wrap-Up

Mon 12/7
Paul Hawken, “To Remake the World”, Orion, May/June, 2007, 5 


pp. - CP

      

Wendell Berry, “In Distrust of Movements” from his book, 



Citizenship Papers 
(Shoemaker and Hoard, 2003), pp. 43 - 51 - 


CP

Wed 12/9
Friday Class Schedule - Final Discussion



William Bryant Logan, “What is Prosperity?”, Whole Earth Review, 


1995, 
Pp. 4- 10 - CP 



David Orr, “Lessons from the Edge”, Alternatives Journal, 33:5, 


2007), pp. 48-52 - CP

